Michigan Horseshoe Pitchers Association

Informative - Educational - Entertaining

St. Jude 2025
Program

Bob Wells, St. Jude Coordinator

This summer I will be running a
program to raise money for the St.
Jude Children's fund.

St. Jude has provided a very nice
backpack which we're going to fill
with prizes to be awarded at the
State Tournament August 23.

Anyone who donates $25 or more for

St. Jude will have their name and phone

number put in a drawing to win the
backpack and its prizes.

One ticket per entry only.

The backpack will have:

¢ 1 X-large and 1 large St. Jude T-
shirt.

e The Otto Reno book “Pitching
Championship Horseshoes.”

o A $25 gift card for Bob Evans
Restaurant

* A $25 gift card for Applebee's
Restaurant

* Measuring horseshoe pitching
tools

I would like to thank all of the tour-
nament directors for their help in
putting this program together.

Your friends and relatives are also
to enter this drawing,.

My mailing address is:

6777 Lexington P1.

Temperance, MI 48182

Phone number 419-654-0818

May 2025

Raising funds for our State Tournament

In an effort to raise funds for our State Tournament payouts, we have
decided to do a raffle that is tied to the Michigan 3 digit lotto (Lake Ori-
on has done this and been very successful).

We have 1000 tickets to sell at $5.00 each but we need your help to
make this happen!

We need people to sell the tickets. If you are able to do this for us,
please email or call Mark or Michele.

The complete process is this:

¢ Tickets numbered 001 - 999 are "sold"

* Money and contact information of the purchaser must be shared
with the MHPA Treasurer by June 7 at midnight to allow for preparation
of the drawings that will take place the month of June.

* Michigan Lotto 3 digit number is announced for each day June 1 -
June 30

* We payout Monday - Friday = $75 and Sat-
urday - Sunday = $100.00

e Payouts will be managed by the Treasurer
of the MHPA and all payouts will be completed
at the end of the month of June.

Let's all work together to raise the money we
need for our State Tournament class payouts!!!

Contact information for Mark and me:

Mark - 734.323.9116 - burnsmo@umich.edu

Michele - 517.605.8573 -
mabearin@yahoo.com

Please let us know if you have any questions.

St.Jude Children’s®
Research Hospital

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
is our charity of choice. Make your
ringers count even more.

Pledge forms available on the MHPA website,
and Ringer Reports.

Constitution and By-laws Changes

The Constitution and By-laws may be revised by submitting
changes at any membership meeting or sending to the chairperson of
the Constitution and By-laws Committee, 1st Vice-President Tina
Payne, by July 15th.

All proposed revisions are voted on at the State Tournament
meeting. Any additions, deletions and /or changes takes a two-thirds
vote of members present at the meeting and become effective January
1st of the following year.

Hall of Fame nomination forms must be received by June 15th for
the nominee to be included in the voting for that year. Send HOF
form to Danny Markley.

(See page 2 for addresses.)
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President’s Report
Mark Burns

The summer pitching season
has begun and if you have not
played yet in 2025, now is the
time to pay your membership,
clean off the shoes and head to a
tournament!

Be sure to check out our web-
page for the up to date informa-
tion on tournament schedules.
As previously mentioned in the
March 2025 Ringer Report, I
have formed a committee to re-
view our standard player prac-
tices. The committee has been
meeting once a week since April
and we have talked about a
number of possible changes to
our bylaws and standards of
play. The bylaw proposals will
be submitted by the deadline to
be voted on at the membership
meeting during our State Tour-
nament weekend.

REMEMBER: Attendance at
the meeting is very important,
that is where YOU get to shape
the MHPA by voting on poten-
tial changes to our bylaws.

—Mark

Gbe Ringer Report
Official Newsletter of the Michigan Horseshoe Pitchers Association
Michigan Division of the NHPA - Established 1935
Issues published in March, May, August, October, December
Dean Schmitz, Editor - (989) 615-4064 - horseshoe48043@gmail.com
Emails to the Editor and news items are encouraged.

MICHIGAN HORSESHOE
PITCHERS ASSOCIATION

Horsesnor

Prrcuers

OFFICERS

Mark Burns, President

6565 Blackman Rd.

Jackson, MI. 49201

Tina Payne, 1st Vice-President

734-323-9116
Jackson, MI. 49201
burnsmo@umich.edu
586-744-3223

11362 Konczal 1864

Warren, MI 48089 tinapayne0828@gmail.com
Helga Hewlett, 2nd Vice-President 989-621-7630
4480 35th Street

Remus, MI 49340 helgahewlett@gmail.com
Michele Burns, Secretary/Treasurer 517-605-8573
6565 Blackman Rd.

Jackson, MI. 49201
Committee Chairs
Audit & Finance

Danny Markley, Hall of Fame
12400 N. Saginaw Rd., Lot 15, Clio, MI 48320

mabearin@yahoo.com

Volunteer needed

810-459-1772
dcdam127@AOL.com

Constitution/Bylaws: 1st Vice-President
Grievance: 2nd Vice-President
Membership: Secretary / Treasurer
HOF and Museum: Pat Bailey

Website, Stats & More

Josh from Kalamazoo has let
us know that the hotel that is im-
mediately adjacent to the courts
is no longer a hotel. The city of
Kalamazoo has purchased the
building and is using it for other
purposes. If traveling to Kalama-
zoo for a tournament and plan-
ning to stay over-night, be sure to
find another place.

Bob Williams, MHPA Website
MHPAhorseshoes.com

Zachary Spanke, Regional Director

49360 Carlos St., Apt 174, Chesterfield, MI 48051
Bob Wells, St. Jude Coordinator

6777 Lexington PI., Temperance, MI 48182
Dean Schmitz, Ringer Report Editor

799 Chippewa St., Mount Clemens, MI 48043

517 -392-7110

bob.Williams1957@gmail.com

248-805-5273
zachy214@gmail.com
419-654-0818
noscore1937@gmail.com
989-615-4064
horseshoe48043@gmail.com

TOURNAMENT DIRECTORS

Club Director Phone

Brighton Indoor Paul Bachelor (810) 772-8678
Jackson Brandy Morehead (517) 599-5933
Kalamazoo Josh Lull (269) 838-7698
Lake Orion Doug Bailey (248) 421-9708
Lansing Keith Schafer (517) 256-8224
Mecosta Helga Hewlett (989) 621-7630
St. Clair Shores Tina Payne (586) 744-3223

Email

paulbachelor@aol.com
brandy.morehead@gmail.com
joshlull@gmail.com
dougbailey204@gmail.com
michhorseshoectdir@yahoo.com
helgahewlett@gmail.com
tinapayne0828@gmail.com
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2025 MHPA SANCTIONED TOURNAMENT PITCHING SCHEDULE
Outdoor Tournaments - Check-in by 9:30 a.m
Indoor Tournaments must pre-register with the Tournament Director - Check-in by 9:30 a.m. - Starting time 10:00 a.m.

Memorial Day
June
Father's Day
July
4th of July
World Tournament
World Tournament
Auqust
World Tournament
Fri - State Tournament
State Tournament
State Tournament
September

Labor Day

5/26/2025 - Mon Lansing

6/7/2025 - Sat
6/8/2025 - Sun
6/13/2025- Fri
6/14/2025 - Sat
6/15/2025 - Sun
6/21/2025 - Sat
6/22/2025 - Sun
6/28/2025 - Sat
6/29/2025 - Sun

7/4/2025 - Fri
7/5/2025 - Sat
7/6/2025 - Sun

7/12/2025 - Sat
7/13/2025 - Sun
7/18/2025-Fri

7/19/2025 - Sat
7/20/2025 - Sun
7/26/2025 - Sat
7/27/2025 - Sun

8/2/2025 - Sat
8/3/2025 - Sun
8/9/2025 - Sat
8/10/2025 - Sun
8/16/2025 - Sat

8/17/2025 - Sun
8/22/2025 - Fri

8/23/2025 - Sat
8/24/2025 - Sun
8/30/2025 - Sat
8/31/2025 - Sun

9/1/2025 - Mon
9/6/2025 - Sat
9/7/2025 - Sun
9/13/2025 - Sat
9/14/2025 - Sun

St. Clair Shores Memorial
Tournament

Kalamazoo
Lake Orion

Jackson

Mecosta
Jackson

St. Jude/Mike Ardelean
Memorial - Lake Orion
Jackson

Kalamazoo

St. Jude - Lansing

State Doubles - St. Clair
Shores

Lake Orion

Jackson (Mark Burns TD)

St. Clair Shores - Non-Walking

Doubles
Jackson

Jackson
Jackson

Lansing
Jackson
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_‘lﬂ T wh o
1.Jaime Goodman 4547 31 79 162 48.77
My Tournament Results 2 George Parsons 4127 31 70 158 44.30

3. John Smith 4311 22 64 162 3951

Tom Burns @Jackson - Sat, Mar. 15,2025 4 jqiesayior 4175 22 67 182 3681
Class A Entry%e WL Rgrs Sh R% 5.Danny Markley ~ 4619 0-4 17 136 12,50
1. Denise Daly 7165 42 182 272 6691  Class C Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R%
2. Brandy Morehead 68.81 3-3 197 310 63.55 1. James Toth 3724 40 57 186 30.65

3.HelgaHewlett ~ 63.29 33 174 286 6084 9 \jatinQuilen 3808 2-2 57 170 3353
4.RandalHawkins ~ 72.00 2-4 151 256 58.98 3 jonathan Landino 3948 2-2 45 144 31.25

Class B Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R% 4.Chuck Garrison 4113 13 39 156 25.00
1. Lisa Smith 5939 40 88 148 5946 5 Mark Bums 3779 13 44 184 2391
2. Sam Moore 5782 31 76 166 4578  Class D Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R%
3. Jaime Goodman 4547 2-2 59 154 38.31 1. Johnnie Smith 584— H) _58— @ 3071
4. Bob Peek 4513 13 50 152 3289 ) Ropertkudla 3000 3-1 51 158 3228
5. John Smith 4311 04 38 148 2568 3.George Jones 3340 22 60 220 27.27
Class C Entry%e WL Rgrs Sh R% 4. Nicholas Lockwood 29.69 1-3 45 180 25.00
1. George Parsons  41.01  4-0 82 200 4100 5 CrystalDevine 2648 0-4 32 182 1758
2. John Banks 3761 31 67 156 4295 ClassE Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R%
3. John Cousins 4201 22 63 154 40.91 1. Tonya Toth 2414 40 51 176 28.98
4. James Toth 3797 13 49 144 3403 5 paveHarrison 2605 2-2 39 166 2349
S MarkBunsll 3855 04 37 138 2681 3 keyinGladstone 2381 22 33 172 19.19
Class D Entry% WL Rogrs Sh R% 4.Michael Bums 2551 13 50 218 22.94
1. Nicholas Lockwood28.00 4-0 57 192 29.69 5.Bobby Mumford 2490 1-3 28 168 16.67
2. Johnnie Smith 3256 3-1 49 188 26.06 (ClassF Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R%

3.Michael Bums 3000 22 50 196 2551 4 NormanBearer 2100 3-1 35 140 25.00

4.Matt Skrzypek ~ 27.74 1-3 34 210 1619 9 wiliam Bender  16.00 31 22 150 14.67
5. BobbyMumford 26.23 0-4 44 202 21.78 3.CindyJones 987  3-1 13 154 8.44

Class E Entry%s WL Rgrs Sh Rb% 4. Michael Warboy ~ 6.30 0535 9 158 570
1. Kevin Gladstone  25.70 40 32 212 1509 5 Chelane Priler ~ 3.08 05-35 3 134 224
2. Dave Harrison 2605 31 40 186 21.51

3. Jackson Vancleave 20.78 2-2 27 192 14.06 State Tournament Fund@Jackson

4. Dan Mendham 2130 1-3 28 188 14.89 Sat., April 12, 2025

5.Zachary Spanke 2378 04 19 178 1067 Class A Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R%
Class F Entry’e WL Rgrs Sh R% 1. Eric Soltis 67.00 31 103 168 61.31
1.Bryce Vancleave 1429 4-0 42 138 3043 2.DonEpps (OH) 7077 31 95 172 5523
2. Steve Campbell 1667 3-1 38 146 26.03 3. Lisa Smith 59.96 2-2 107 194 5515
3. Tonya Toth 2022 13 31 146 2123 4. Sam Moore 57.82 1-3 85 172 4942
4.Larry Majerski ~ 17.83 1-3 29 144 20.14 5.J.D. Drake 63.32 13 89 182 48.90
5. Harry Grant 1800 1-3 22 142 1549 Class B Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R%

1.L.C.BraceyJr. 5455 31 79 154 51.30

Jackson@Jackson - Sat, March 30, 2025 2. George Parsons 4240 31 79 190 4158

CIassA Entry%s WL Rors Sh R% 3. Warren Westbrook 47.89 2-2 63 140 45.00
1. Denise Daly 71.65 51 1M 276 6196 4 quincy Johnson 5338 22 55 126 43.65
2. Lisa Smith 59.96 33 149 270 5519 5 pannyMarkley 4357 04 43 150 28.67
3.J.D. Drake 6332 33 147 274 5365
4. Sam Moore 57.82 15 154 296 52.03

(Continued on next page)

40f12 OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MICHIGAN HORSESHOE PITCHERS ASSOCIATION



Gbe Ringer Report - (Dichigan Rorsesboe Pitchers Association - (Day 2025

Class C Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R%  ClassE Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R%
1. James Toth 3416 40 59 188 31.38  1.James Toth 6-0 80 260 30.77
2. George Jones 3340 22 52 188 27.66 2. Johnnie Smith 4-2 81 254 31.89
3. Crystal Devine 2618 2-2 39 200 19.50 3. Dave Harrison 2-4 47 250 18.80
4. Johnnie Smith 3284 13 61 214 2850 4 Tonya Toth 0-6 25 232 10.78
5. Mark Burns 3779 13 46 194 2371 ClassF Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R%
Class D Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R% 1. Bobby Mumford, Jr. 31 45 174 2586
1. Dave Harrison 2605 31 39 196 1990 2. Kevin Gladstone 31 37 168 22.02
2. Tonya Toth 2557 22 26 198 13.13 3. Diana Eaton 0-4 7 154 455
3. Cindy Jones 987 13 20 222 9.01
Thrun Vincent@Jackson - Sat, April 26, 2025 i@);/}%/ﬁ Gttt it g%;#ﬁg&
Class A Entry%e WL Rgrs Sh R%
1. Andrew Adams 40 137 180 76.11 Mecosta - Sat, May 10, 2025
2. Denise Daly 22 109 166 6566 Class A Entry%s WL Rgrs Sh R%
3. Brandy Morehead 2-2 144 228 63.16  1.Jayden Fri 40.00 40 73 168 4345
4. Helga Hewlett 2-2 86 148 5811  2.Warren Gionet (FL) 36.21 3-1 71 184 38.59
5. J.D. Drake 0-4 89 166 53.61 3.Brad Reynolds 3769 22 71 184 38.59
Class B Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R% 4. Scott Storms 3400 1-3 60 206 29.13
1. Lisa Smith 31 81 116 6983 5. Brad Crawford 3400 04 53 194 27.32
2. Randal Hawkins 31 106 164 6463 ClassB Entry%s WL Rgrs Sh R
3. Quincy Johnson 3-1 103 188 54.79 1.Dale Moore 3016 4-0 64 164 39.02
4.L.C. Bracey Jr. 1-3 79 166 4759  2.Jim Stewart 2700 31 61 198 30.81
5. Sam Moore 0-4 79 166 4759 3. Jason Fri 2700 22 31 166 18.67
Class C Entry% WL Rgrs Sh R% 4. JamesRobinson 1875 1-3 40 168 23.81
1. Warren Westbrook 40 80 172 4651 5. Vaughn Shipman 16.00 04 20 152 13.16
2. Douglas Bailey 31 66 156 42.31
3. Danny Markley 20 63 188 3351 Kalamazoo - Sat, May 17, 2025
4. Bob Peek 10 43 136 3162 ClassA Entry% WL Rgrs Sh  R%
5. Greg Burke 04 63 164 3841 1. RogerHiggins 3474 40 76 184 41.30
Class D Entry%% WL Rgrs Sh R% 2. Paul Bachelor 40.76 31 62 140 4429
1. George Parsons T 31 83 140 4500 3-AlveShetler(IN) 4826 22 67 196 34.18
3. Mark Burns I 3-1 45 110 40.91 5. Jennifer Hess 2948 0-4 51 158 17.72
4. Gerald Harris (WI) 1-3 27 118 2288 —
5. Mark Burns 04 15 112 13.39 Sanctioning a New

Designed Horseshoe
Any shoe that is altered from its original design would not be
legal in any NHPA sanctioned event. Grinding off the ringer
breaker would make the shoe altered and therefore illegal.

LEARN THE OFFICIAL SCORE CALLING LINGO:

No score 4 shoes call  No score The cost to have a new horseshoe sanctioned by the NHPA
1 shoe in count call 1 point is $300 with a $100 yearly fee every year there after as long as
2 shoes in count call 2 points the shoe is being manufactured. A prototype must be sent to
1 ringer call 1 ringer, 3 points the NHPA Sec./Treas. to start this sanctioning. There have

1 ringer & 1 shoe in count call 1 ringer, 4 points been a couple of pitchers that invented their own horseshoe,
2 pingers call 2 pingers, 8 points got it sanctioned and did so only for their own use. A rather

expensive horseshoe.

With over 50 different shoes currently sanctioned plus many
more that are no longer made but still out there for sale and still
sanctioned, one would think that there by now was a shoe
made that covers any ones needs. -NHPA

1 ringer each, no shoe in count  call 2 dead, no score
1 ringer each, 1 shoe in count call 2 dead, 1 point
3 ringers call 2 dead, 3 points
4 ringers call 4 dead

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MICHIGAN HORSESHOE PITCHERS ASSOCIATION 50f12
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Participants: Help the TD’s by bringing the correct fee money.
It will speed up check-in. Bring dollars for scorekeepers. It is
good etiquette to wear a tournament shirt at all events.

<NHPF_

The only horseshoe pitching related charity needs your tax-
deductible donations to support many programs of the sport
including the Hall of Fame and Grants to install new or upgrade
existing courts.

Deadline for grant Applications: March 1st and September
1st.
Mail Inquires & contributions to:
NHPF
100 Bluestem Way
Wentzville, MO 63385 www.nhpf.info

" Michi

2025 State Doubles Championship

Saturday, August 2

Hosted by the St. Clair Shores Horseshoe Club

Pre-register by 7/30/25 (Mark Burns, burnsmo@umich.edu)
Need one MHPA tournament to qualify
9:30 a.m. Sign-In Deadline $40.00 per Team

Note if the tournament is cancelled - The rain date will be Sunday, August 3

Combined average cannot be greater than 120% ‘

. f]
Pick your partner or we’ll find one for you » “I).OO
& i) %
L
12 Qe &

Walking doubles
onor®

Pitch your own shoes
50 shoe count-all scoring
Bring a dish to pass

2025 MHPA
STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
August 22-24, 2025

Hosted by:
Jackson Area Horseshoe Club

MICHIGAN

Honrsesnor
Preeners
ASSOCIATION

August 22: Tournament Prelims
August 23: Tournament Prelims
August 24: Class/Championship Play

Entry Mailing Deadline: August 18, 2025

Entries will be accepted at the last two regularly
scheduled tournaments in Kalamazoo and Lansing.

Entry Fee: $40.00 Adults and $40.00 Juniors
Entry form located in the Ringer Report and MHPA website

NHPA

i3] National Horseshoe Pitchers Association

4
‘\!’.g Come Pitet with Us!”

How Are YOU Promoting Horseshoes?
By Michelle Foard, Social Media and Publicity Director

Happy May everyone. Up here in Mn we are just getting
ready for leagues. Last year I tried posting on some com-
munity pages on Facebook. I didn’t have much of a re-
sponse. I did that again this year and had a much better re-
sponse. I posted in the city our club is located in, but also
in the surrounding community pages as well. Even if you
aren’t on FB ask a club member if they are and have them
help promote on city pages. Another group I posted on
was a singles page for Mn. I did get a few people
interested, but both were farther away. I did check to see if
another club was near them. Other pages to try would be a
sports page listed for your State. There
are many pages on Facebook you
could use to help promote your club.

I created a flyer for use in Mn. I adjusted
it for use on the National level. I have QR

FIND THE RIGHT

FIT FOR YOU!
& Basalas Frnge LQ)

codes for links to the website, Facebook, S

TikTok and Instagram. It also gives basic B
info about horseshoes. You could create a % \ S
flyer like this and post at gas stations, e
laundry mats or restaurants. Any where S D
that has a bulletin board you can put a fly- e

er up.
Of course word of mouth is a great way to help promote our
clubs as well. Do you have horseshoe stickers on your car? Do
you wear horseshoes shirts out and about? These things can give
you the option to speak to someone about horseshoes. I have got-
ten horseshoes off market place and tell people I am getting extra
shoes for the Horseshoe Club I run. So many are amazed there are
clubs. Most people are getting rid of the horseshoes from the cab-
in or it was dad’s old pair. Make conversation anytime you can.
Hope to see many of you soon! Michelle

The 2025 World Tournament

Sandy, Utah, July 21-August 2, 2025.

We have still been receiving many
questions regarding the schedule and
event length for the WT, the answer is still
very unclear.

One thing that is becoming evident
though is that the tournament will more
than likely not need to utilize the last 3 days, making it a
week and a half event. Unless we see a dramatic spike in
entries, with entries exceeding 900, there would be no rea-
son to tie up the venue for the full 2-week period. At the
current state of entries, and the projected last couple of
weeks increase in entries, it looks like a week and a half
WT is the most likely probability. One week is on the table
if we have less than 600 entries, but I’'m confident we’ll ex-
ceed that number. —Ben Webb, NHPA President

Note: Joe Kristoff is the only MHPA sign up.

60f 12
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What is the Woody Cup?

The Woody Cup Challenge is spon-
sored by Larry and Juanita Woods. Mike
Ardelean (deceased) of the Lake Orion
Horseshoe Club, Dean Schmitz of the St.
Clair Shores Horseshoe Club and Larry
and Juanita Woods, owners of LD]J Tro-
phies created the Woody Cup Challenge.

The Woody Cup Challenge is open to
all Michigan Horseshoe Pitchers Associ-
ation Club Leagues. Over six clubs have
been represented at the annual tourna-
ment. Berkley, Lake Orion, Saint Clair
Shores, Lansing, Lincoln Park/Romulus
and Taylor have all participated in this event.

You might find yourself asking, why is the
Woody Cup Challenge so important? It is impor-
tant because the purpose of this challenge is to
raise money for charity, promote the sport of
horseshoe pitching, making new friends and to
enjoy horseshoe pitching! =T '

Since 2004 the Woody Cup ;
Challenge has raised $12,624 for
charity. Since 2012 the Woody.
Cup Challenge has been raising
money for St. Jude’s Children’s
Research Hospital.

In 2024, Lake Orion Horse-
shoe Club won the Woody Cup
Challenge hosted by St. Clair
Shores and brought home the
giant trophy! If you haven’t seen
this trophy in person, you're
missing out!

In an effort to promote horse-
shoe pitching in our area the
Woody Cup is currently on dis-
play at The Orion Township Pub-
lic Library on Joslyn Road. It will

f @

about what the Woody Cup Challenge does for
St. Jude’s, Lake Orion’s League

Lake Orion will be hosting the Woody
Cup Challenge on Saturday, September
20, 2025.

We are looking for more clubs to par-
ticipate in the Woody Cup Challenge this
year. If you're interested or have any
questions, please contact Doug Bailey,
LOHC V.P. and Tournament Director at
(248)-628-2417.

Also, if you don’t already, please fol-
low the Lake Orion Horseshoe Club on
Facebook to see where the Woody Cup is
going to end up next! Who knows there could be
a prize involved for the person who answers the
question “Where is Woody?”

-—Krystle Price, Promotional Director for the
Lake Orion Horseshoe Club.

be there through the end of May.

Also on display are some articles _ 4 1oc

Championship trophy and many other league awards and interesting
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7 of 12



Gbe Ringer Report - (Dichigan Rorsesboe Pitcbers Association - (Day 2025

MHPA CLUB NEWS

St. Clair Shores

SCHHC finished strong last
year, with all three nights of sum-
mer league pitching. Five sanc-
tioned tournaments rounded out
the success. The fall doubles league
filled the courts again.

Tina Payne, our TD, has on the cal-
endar three tournament this year with
the state doubles tournament planned
on August 2.

We always have two evenings in
April of prepping the courts for the
upcoming year..

We are always asked, “What do I
get for my SCSHC Club Dues?”

We tell them: “You get to pitch all
three nights if you choose. Includes
items such as new member shirts,
paint, tools, insect foggers and spray,
court-shed upkeep, clay, hotdog-
pizza-chili nights, pencils, scoresheet
printing, club patches, trophies,
plaques, awards, raffle tickets, hooks,
advertising, banquet giveaways, the
banquet meal, guide book, stats, stat
fees, electricity, porto-toilet, lights,
free labor from the volunteers and
much, much more.”

ST. CLAIR SHORES
HORSESHOE CLUB

League Play for Beginners
and Experienced!

Located in Kyte Monroe Park
(32701 Harper, just north of Masonic)

SUMMER LEAGUES

First Monday in May through 3rd week in August
Cost: $60 for the year

(includes all 3 summer leagues, Monday, L ]
Tuesday and Thursday)

MONDAY NIGHT SINGLES RECREATION LEAGUE
6:30 p.m., First Monday in May

TUESDAY NIGHT DOUBLES RECREATIONAL LEAGUE
6:30 p.m., First Tuesday after the 1st Monday in May
THURSDAY NIGHT SINGLES SANCTIONED LEAGUE"

6:30 p.m., First Thursday after the 1st Monday in May
“The sanctioned league muvwmoﬂymmmmdﬂs

f‘a.

FALL LEAGUES
League Play begins First Tuesday after Labor Day
Cost: $30 - 6:30 p.m .

Jake Orion

The Lake Orion Horseshoe Club started its 2025 season on
Tuesday May 6th with a rainout, but even with rain most of the
day May 13" and the potential forecast of more rain in the forecast
twenty or so players showed up and we were able to get the

games in.

My real story starts in a picture that ap-
peared in a Ringer report in June 2018. My-
self (Ron Price) and grandson Jacob (see the
picture and caption).

For almost 5 years Jacob has helped with
league night set up, filling water cans,
putting out :/uw S
shovels and V= m R
paint cans while _se
always telling George Parsons he ”
wants to beat him at horseshoes one
day and get his name on the league
trophy and play in the Woody Cup.

Jacob now will be 9 years old this
June, and as of Tuesday Jacob is now a
member and his first challenge was to
play myself (Ron Price) and of course 2
George Parsons. We are not sure of his §
wins that night until his handicap is es-|
tablished, but his game scores were as
follows (30 shoes per game):

Game 1 6 points 0 TNgers Come, see how much | have grown.

Game?2 12 points 2 ringers Grandpa Ron is playing horseshoes with
. . me already.  —Jacob

Game3 19 points 3 ringers

Game4 26 points 5 ringers and 1 double ringer

Jacob was so excited and hopefully he will continue to have the
enthusiasm dedicated horseshoe players have. We all love that
noise when clanking the stake and the friendships that are created
throughout the years. George Parsons our newest Hall of Famer is
known for coaching young people while introducing all the tech-
niques required to be a good pitcher.

Have a good 2025 season and good luck with all the tourna-

ments. —Ron Price
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MHPA CLUB NEWS

8ackson

Our indoor facility got a new look last summer with a
new roof. The update on the roof will help us keep that facili-
ty available for a long time to come! The winter leagues on
Tuesday and Thursday nights were both full with twelve (12)
teams and we even had a waiting list! Tuesday night summer
league is also full and going strong with 16 teams with 5-7
players on a team. Also, we started a Monday morning
league and currently have eight (8) teams of 2 or 3 people. We
are seeing continued interest in our leagues and we are al-
ways talking about ways for the pitchers to become involved
with the MHPA.

For the next indoor pitching season, the per player fee
that is paid to the Jackson Horseshoe club to assist with the
cost of lights and heat has been reduced to $6.00/ player. It
had been $8.00/ player. This change may seem small but it
will allow for a bit of extra money to be used for the payouts
at each indoor tournament. We are committed to helping the
MHPA support their members.

— President Mark Burns

T

The day the NHPA President visited the SCSHC courts. September 8, 2001.

L to R: Claude Shannahan, WSHPA Regional Director Steve Summerlin,
Danny Markley, Debbie Markley, Paula Summerlin, WSHPA President Dave
Loop, and NHPA President Dave Loucks.

Editor’'s Notes
Dean Schmitz

Let us not forget our beginners

The NHPA exists for the purpose of
holding World Tournaments and mak-
ing rules consistent with our sport. The
same can be said about the MHPA. A
member meeting is held mainly for
election of officers, changes in the con-
stitution and for deciding the time and
place for the state and other tourna-
ments.

Let us not forget our beginner; the per-
son on their way up. They need every bit
of help and encouragement that we can
give. It is from these ranks that the new
champions and new records are born. May
we suggest that the top notch pitchers in
every club in the NHPA and states devote
a part of their time each week to the in-
struction of the newcomers and those de-
sirous of improving their game. Make
them feel welcome and that they are neces-
sary and essential to our organizations.

After assigning a new pitcher to a per-
son who I thought would be a good wel-
coming member, he said, to me “Why do |
have to pitch her? She’s hasn’t pithed be-
fore.” I would say that this is the wrong at-
titude and no wonder some people think
our sport is disappearing. It is up to our
present members to lend a hand, encourage
beginners, give them your secrets of pitch-
ing and make them so welcome that they
will be back next week.

The art of pitching ringers in horseshoes
has been classified as one of the most diffi-
cult games to master. This game of horse-
shoes demands considerable organization,
well designed and well kept courts, plenty
of good American sportsmanship on the
part of the participants and publicity of our
sport by word of mouth and by any other
means. If the proper contacts can be made
throughout our playing seasons, there is no
doubt that horseshoes can be made as pop-
ular a game with the public as any other
sport.

After all, Horseshoe Pitching is a safe,
wholesome sport for the whole family. I’ve
never seen anyone carted off the courts be-
cause of injury. We can keep horseshoe
pitching alive!
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“Best Horseshoe Fvent of the Year’™— Swue Snyder

TEAM WORLD

The 39th Team World Tournament Our teams finished:
will be held May 16, 17, and 18, 2025 Michigan #1 - 8th
Michigan #2 - 14th
Michigan #3 - 22nd
Michigan # 4 - 17th
During a break in play on Saturday after-

At the recent Team World event in
Beloit, Wisconsin, Michigan was well
represented by four teams:

Michigan 1 - Andy Adams, JD Drake, Helga

Hewlett, Brandy Morehead and Eric Soltis. noon, tournament director Jeff Secord, pre-
Michigan #2 - Greg Burke, Mark Burns, sented our own JD Drake with the Earl

Mark Burns II, Denise Daly and Randy Paulson Team World Award. Bev Nathe

Hawkins. from Minnesota was also honored. Jeff had

Michigan #3 - Myrick El, Jaime Goodman,  the following highlights to share about JD's
Quincy Johnson, Dan Markley and Sam Moore.

Michigan #4 - L.C. Bracey, Jr., Keith
Schafer, Johnnie Smith and Lisa Smith.

participation in the Team World tournament.

JD was a member of Michigan's 2017
Team World Championship team (77.5 wins -
i i S L L 1L 18.5 losses) 66.61% Team

JD was second in ringer
3 ' S~ \:* percentage for Michigan's team
' W with a 68.44%. He is an 11 time
e m Team World participant, 9 time
?A Team Top 5 finisher, was the
highest individual ringer % at a
Team World Tournament with
- a72.50% in 2018.

JD holds a 65.98% career
Team World average. He has
. pitched 5,674 ringers in 8,600
shoes in his first 10 Team
World competitions.

CONGRATULATIONS, JD!
You make Michigan Proud!
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St. Jude Sponsor Form

Name (Please Print)

Address

City, State, Zip Code

Those turning in $75 or more will receive a sports bag and T-Shirt.

Those turning in $35 or more receive a T-Shirt.

Please Circle your size:
Adultsizess M L XL

Child sizes: 10-12 or 14-15

Dear Sponsor:

Consent and Release of Liability

In consideration of the furtherance of your purposes, directives and work
and in consideration of your permitting me to participae in your pledge
event, on behalf of myself, my heirs, exceutors, administrators and assigns.
I hereby waive and release and and all rights and claims for damages
which I may have against you, the muncipalities in which the event takes
place as well as any other person connected with the event, their heirs,
exceutors, administrators, successors and assigns for any and all injuries
which I may suffer while taking part in or as a result thereof.

IMPORTANT: Participants under age 18 must have this form signed
by parent or guardian.

Date Participant Signature

Please help St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital by pledging 25 cents, 50 cents or more for each unit. For the safety and
convenience of the participant, we request that you do not give cash. Please make your tax-deductible check payable to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital. Thank you for your support of our life-saving research and treatment programs.

Sponsor’s Name Sponsor’s Address Phone Pledge | Units* | Total
Please Print Street - City - State - Zip per Unit | Scored | Pledge
Total pledge per point/unit $ X total number of point/units = Total pledge due
TOTAL POINTS VERIFIED BY (Official’s Initials) TOTAL AMOUNT
*A unit is a measurement which will vary for different types of events: Ringers, Laps, Miles, etc. COLLECTED FOR RESEARCH $
List additional sponsors on a separate sheet of paper.
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MHPA Ringer Report Editor

Dean Schmitz
799 Chippewa St.
Mount Clemens, MI 48043

www.mhpahorseshoes.com

Publishing schedule
for the MHPA RR:

March
May
August
October
December

MICHIGAN

HORSESHOE
PITCHERS
ASSOCIATION

FIRST CLASS

NHPA/MHPA Membership Application

Name: Last NHPA Card #:

Mailing Address:

City: Zip Code: Is this a new address? [ ] Yes
Phone: ( ) , Email:

How do you wish to get the Ringer Report? [ website [l standard mail

(Circle One) Category: ~ Man 40’ Man 30" Woman  Junior Girl  Junior Boy = Cadet

Date of Birth: / / Mandatory for Juniors and Men Pitching at 30".
(We would appreciate all pitchers providing birth date for statistical purposes.)

Full Member $45: Voting member with full privileges, able to enter all sanctioned tournaments upon paying fees.
Provisional Member $10: Must pay entry fees and can play in as many tournaments as you like for the year.

Trial Member $0: Must pay tournament entry fee and allowed only one tournament.
(Provisional and Trial memberships are for first time NHPA members. If you were a previous NHPA member, Provisional/Trial memberships cannot be used.)

Make Check Payable to: MHPA
Mail to: Michele Burns, Secretary/Treasurer - 6565 Blackman Rd. - Jackson, MI. 49201 - mabearin@yahoo.com
FULL MEMBER Card Costs: $45.00 Adults - $38.00 for second card in the same household.
$0.00 Juniors ~ $7.00 for a junior wanting to receive the newsletter
$8.00 Ringer Report Subscription only. (Subscription included in full membership.)


http://www.mhpahorseshoes.com

