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Pat and Doug Bailey: 
Regarding the Hall of Fame in Jackson

I hope you can help me with this effort, I need people to help with the remod-
el of our Hall of Fame display.

I'm hoping we can get everything done in three days. Doug and I have the 
bathrooms and kitchen done except for the mens room floor. Which we couldn't 
put down tile because the toilet is leaking and the floor needs repair.

The Museum is on the to do list for the World Tournament and Jackson does 
have courts they can practice on. So it's would be a good reason to give the 
courts a lift.

The plan is to put up wood and siding on the wall on the other side of the 
courts. Which will be painted white on top and gray on the bottom and the 
beams will be painted black. Between the beams on the wall we have 3' x 4' pic-
tures of the 2022 state winners. The floors 
and everything will be cleaned with the back 
boards painted and stakes painted. New 
chairs for the score keepers and tournament 
director. Painted desk and new clock and 
flag. Too many improvements to mention, but 
as you can see it will take work. So could you 
publish the following.

Just a reminder to all those great people 
who have or will volunteer to help remodel 
the Jackson Hall of Fame Museum/Jackson 
Horseshoe Courts.

The dates are MAY 5, 6, & 7th
Any day, any hour, your help is very much in need.
Friday;  9:00 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Hot Dogs and Potato Salad
Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.; Hamburgers and Potato Salad
Sunday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.; Pizza
(Please bring your own drinks)
PLEASE COME!!
Pat & Doug BaIley -  248-628-2417

Shirts for the WT
For the Lansing World Tournament shirts, you can 

go to the NHPA website and scroll down where the 
Lansing, MI Logo is. It will take you to the event infor-
mation. Scroll down and you will find the shirts that are 
available for purchase. If you don’t want them person-
alized, you can also purchase onsite at the event. 
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The Ringer Report
Official Newsletter of the Michigan Horseshoe Pitchers Association

Michigan Division of the NHPA - Established 1935
Issues published whenever necessary - Advertising Rate: $50 for a 1 column x 2 inch ad, per year

Dean Schmitz, Editor - (989) 615-4064 - horseshoe48043@gmail.com
Letters to the Editor and news items are encouraged via email.

OFFICERS
Josh Lull, President 269-838-7698
1207 Springview Ct.
Middleville, MI 49333 joshlull@gmail.com
Brandy Morehead, 1st Vice-President 517-599-5933
582 Shirley Dr.
Jackson, MI  49202 brandy.morehead@gmail.com
Zachary Spanke, 2nd Vice-President 248-805-5273 
3717 Queensbury Rd 1565
Orion, MI 48359 zachy214@gmail.com
Pamela Nelson, Secretary/Treasurer 248-978-2263
660 S. Coats Rd.
Oxford, MI  48371 patriotruler408@yahoo.com 

Committee Chairs
Audit & Finance Volunteer needed 
Danny Markley, Hall of Fame 810-459-1772 
1290 Hunter Rd., Brighton, MI 48114 dcdam127@AOL.com

Constitution/Bylaws: 1st Vice-President
Grievance: 2nd Vice-President
Membership: Secretary/Treasurer
HOF and Museum: Pat Bailey

Website, Stats & More
Bob Williams, MHPA Website (517) 392-7110
MHPAhorseshoes.com bob.Williams1957@gmail.com
Keith Schafer, MHPA Stats., Regional Director 517-256-8224
832 Hyatt Street, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 michhorseshoedir@yahoo.com
St. Jude Coordinator Volunteer needed
Dean Schmitz, Ringer Report Editor 989-615-4064
799 Chippewa St., Mount Clemens, MI 48043 horseshoe48043@gmail.com

NHPA Contacts
NHPA Website/Email
www.horseshoepitching.com info@horseshoepitching.com
Gary Roberts, President 740-835-1925
638 Salen Cave Rd. Beaver, OH 45613  gbroberts5542@yahoo.com
Jim Kinney Jr., Secretary-Treasurer/Insurance 816-738-0868
P. O. Box 205, Drexel, MO 64742 sec.treas@horseshoepitching.com
Brian Poole, 1st. VP/Bylaws/Rules/Grievance Dir., Medical Exempt Form 

bjpoole3564@gmail.com

MICHIGAN HORSESHOE 
PITCHERS ASSOCIATION

Hey Pitchers!
The deadline for the world tour-

nament is fast approaching.  Remem-
ber the signup deadline is midnight 
May 15, 2023. Be sure to get your en-
tries in the mail or sign up online.

Our Last Chance tournament will  
be Sunday, May 14th in Lansing.

I have been informed that we, the 
MHPA, will collect the 50/50 raffles at 
the world horseshoe tournament. We 
will need several volunteers to conduct 
these raffles. Please contact me or any 
of the other officers to let us know if 
you are interested in helping. 

The outdoor season is upon us.   
Leagues are starting and tournaments 
will be happening around the state 
each weekend. I hope the attendance 
we saw during the indoor season at 
Jackson continues as we move outside. 

I know time is in limited quantity 
for us all. Sometimes we figure we can 
spare a couple of hours to complete a 
tournament and enjoy the rest of our 
day/weekend. However, I ask that 
you consider the time it could take the 
tournament. Especially if two shifts are 
needed.  I know that usually doubles 
or more the time you were expecting to 
spend at the club that day. Mostly let’s 
make sure we have scorekeepers for all 
of our courts. It really does make the 
experience much more enjoyable for all 
pitchers involved.  While at the same 
time lessening the burden on our tour-
nament directors.

The last thing I’ll note is on Satur-
day May 20th, Kalamazoo will be host-
ing a tournament that will divide the 
30-foot pitchers and the 40-foot pitch-
ers. We have heard from folks that 
were a little hesitant to come pitch 
when the distances are mixed. If you 
know of anyone like that let them 
know to come visit Kalamazoo on that 
day. Let’s introduce them to our asso-
ciation. 

See you on the courts.

 Josh Lull
President’s Report

mailto:horseshoe48043@gmail.com
http://automerch@yahoo.com
mailto:horseshoe48043@gmail.com
mailto:info@horseshoepitching.com
mailto:dsidles@cox.net
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MEN  (24)
Bashore, Rod
Benedict, David
Buikema, Dave
Castle, Jason
Durecka, Joel
Myrick, EL
Fleisher, Chad
Harris, Darrel
Hettrick, Joe
Johnson, Quincy
Keyes, Roger
Kristoff, Joe
Lyle, Rick
Mendham, Dan
Mumford, Bobby
Mumford III, Bobby
Nelson, Ron
Nyenhuis, Chris
Parker, Narone
Powers Jr., Mitchel
Quillen, Martin
Sash, William
Spanke, Zach
Toth, James

WOMEN  (4)
Meadows, Barbara
Morehead, Brandy
Nowacki, Rosemarie
Payne, Tina

CADET BOY (1)
Vancleave, Jackson

ELDER MEN (12)
Bachelor, Paul
Bailey, Doug
Connin, Clip
Florek, Steve
Grant, Harry
Higgins, Roger
Jones, Marcus
Markley, Danny
McArthur, Larry
Mumford, Sr., Bobby
Parsons, George
Reid, Erv

MHPA World Tournament Entries
as of May 2, 2023

You can play virtually on Face-
book with others from different 
states. There are four Facebook 
groups playing horseshoes on Face-
book live video. 

• Horseshoe challenge Live (HCL).
• Horseshoe pitching online (HPO).
• Horseshoe pitchers club (HPC).
• Sanction horseshoe online pitching 

(SHOP) 
Come join the fun. 

—Zach Spanke 
2nd Vice President, MHPA

Tournament Directors
Club Director Phone Email 
Brighton Indoor Paul Bachelor (810) 772-8678 paulbachelor@aol.com
Hillman Don/Vicki Mueller (989) 884-0108 greenerpastures54@gmail.com
Jackson Brandy Morehead (517) 599-5933 brandy.morehead@gmail.com
Kalamazoo Josh Lull (269) 838-7698 joshlull@gmail.com
Lake Orion Doug Bailey (248) 421-9708 dougbailey204@gmail.com
Lansing Keith Schafer (517) 256-8224 michhorseshoectdir@yahoo.com
Lapeer Jason Castle (810) 358-6209 jcastle95@hotmail.com
Mecosta Helga Hewlett (989) 967-3081 helgahewlett@msn.com
St. Clair Shores Tina Payne (586) 744-3223 tinapayne0828@gmail.com

JUNIOR BOY (2)
Castle, Brent
Vancleave, Bryce

SENIOR MEN (8)
Banks, John
Bastien, Kevin
Burke, Greg
Kudla, Robert
Moore, Sam
Morrow, Rick
Schafer, Keith
Strange, Clay

MHPA 50/50 Raffle
Volunteers Needed

We have been notified that we 
are allowed to conduct raffles 
throughout the tournament with 
the proceeds going to MHPA.  

Volunteers are welcome even if 
you are not pitching in the WT. 
Hopefully, our MHPA members 
will take this on. 

Please volunteer.

NOTICE
Two offices will be up for elec-
tion at the State Singles Tourna-
ment in Jackson,

1st Vice President
Secretary\Treasurer

These are two year appointments.
Both current officers are NOT
seeking re-election. 
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4/30/23 MHPA BOARD MEETING MINUTES
The meeting was called to order by Josh Lull, President.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Josh Lull, and said by all.
The Secretary/Treasurer read the minutes from the Fall Member meeting and they were approved.
The Secretary/Treasurer gave the financial report YTD.  They were approved.
The Secretary/Treasurer also updated the Board on our membership status. 

We currently have 179 members total. Breakdown as follows:
New 28
Provisional 3
Jr. Boy 2
Cadet Boy 3
Renewal 101
CC Renewal 39
Lifetime 3
TOTAL 179

Officer Reports:
Josh Lull: MHPA is in charge the 50/50 drawing at the World Tournament, and will retain 50% of the 50/50 drawing. We will need  two teams 

of two per day to run the 50/50 for the duration of the World Tournament. If anyone is interested in volunteering for the running of the 50/50 
contact Josh Lull and he will work out the times based on the World Tournaments schedule, to insure the teams work the days they are 
scheduled to attend the tournament.  Josh indicated he would like to set the teams up, one team in the AM and the other team in the PM.

There was also a discussion on who is responsible for the World Tournament set-up. Josh is under the understanding that it would take a 
considerable number of volunteers to get this done in the allotted time.

Josh Lull is in contact with Megan of the Lansing Sports Authority to discuss the details.
Tina Payne stated that the MHPA will require a State License to run the 50/50. She indicated who will contact the State on how to apply for 

the license and report back to Josh Lull her findings.
The Board also discussed the necessity of handing out tokens with the MHPA printed on them.  Pam Nelson stated that she will research the 

cost of theses give-a-ways.
Also, Debbie Markley, indicated she has a contact for pens with the MHPA printed on them. Pam Nelson will work with Debbie on this item.
We discussed putting a blurb in the RR about shirts for the world with our logo and name.Brandy Morehead will spear this project.
Brandy Morehead, stated that Jackson is getting sponsors for the State Tournament that is in Jackson this year.  She also stated that Jackson is 

to receive the proceeds from the 50/50 at State.
Tina Payne indicated she has a couple items, that have a good dollar value, that she would like to raffle off at the State Doubles Tournament.  

She indicated that the TD’s at their respective tournaments, could sell tickets that include the name and pertinent information of the purchaser on 
the back of the ticket for the raffle be included. The raffle drawing will be held at the State Doubles Tournament.  The proceeds from the raffle 
would go to the State Tournament Fund. There was no discussion as to what the tickets would cost.

Zach Spanke stated that there was a grievance submitted pertaining to the 30/40 split for regular tournaments. The concern was that it was 
unfair to the 30’ pitchers.  Josh Lull stated that he talked to Jim Kinney regarding the split format and Jim stated that the 30/40 split for tournaments 
is done all over the U.S. and there is no rule against the TD’s setting up their tournaments in this format. Therefore, the 30/40 split at tournaments 
can be continued.

Zach submitted a grievance form the we should use to report a grievance.  Josh is goin to check with Bob Williams to see if we can put this on 
the Web Site to either print or fill out on line and automatically send it to Zach.

Tina Payne brought the idea to the table of participating in Charitable Porker Tournaments.  She stated that the MHPA would need to obtain a 
license from the State of Michigan, at a cost of $150.00 to participate in this. She also indicated that the proceeds from sponsoring a table at the 
Poker tournament would come to the MHPA. The Board is researching our 501c status to determine if we qualify as a charitable organization, not 
just a non-profit.

Keith Schafer stated that he is gearing up to resign his position as Regional Director/Statistician. Zach Spanke will act as Regional Director in 
training and shadow Keith as he sanctions the tournament courts and will take over as Regional Director when Keith retires.

Josh Lull is going to act at the statistician until and new statistician is appointed.
Pam Nelson reported on Old Business from the fall 2022 board meeting. Questions came up during the meeting as to the allocation of the 
membership fees, specifically the amount that is allocated to the state tournament fund and to the RR. Pam indicated at that meeting that she 
would do a study on how much money was spent on the RR to see if the allocations could be changed. The result is as follows:

Total income for the RR for 2022 to include expenses was $517.00. $513.00 was donated to the state tournament fund.
By-Law process was discussed regarding the Jr/Cadet pitchers pitching as pacers in the State Tournament. Since a By-Law was never passed 

allowing the Jr/Cadet pitchers to pitch in classes (if not enough Jr/Cadet pitchers playing in the state tournament) and receive plaque and the 
monetary award for the respective place finish.

Since this by-law was never changed, Brandy Morehead is submitting a request to change the by-law which will be posted in the RR the month 
before the tournament.

We are using the $500.00 donation in the World Tournament fund to buy the "give-a-ways."
Keith Schafer is going to check the cost of printing score cards to see if we can find anything cheaper.
Meeting Adjourned at 12:30 PM.

There was discussion regarding our 501c non-profit status.  
Josh Lull indicated we have not renewed our non-profit 
status for a number of years.  He will find out what our 
process is to get our non-profit status back.
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MHPA HORSESHOE TOURNAMENT RESULTS
Mecosta - Saturday, April 8

Brighton - Saturday, April 15

Lapeer - Saturday, April 22

I am just glad the Lapeer pits are getting used after five 
or so years of not getting used.

I need to thank The Lapeer Village for putting new back-
boards on all the pits. Josh for running the computer and 
putting in results, also Danny and Debbie Markley for help-
ing get the pits ready. 

Thanks.
—Jason Castle, Lapeer Tournament Director

St. Clair Shores - Sunday, April 2
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2023 MHPA SANCTIONED TOURNAMENT PITCHING SCHEDULE
Outdoor Tournaments - Check-in by 9:30 a.m

Indoor Tournaments must pre-register with the Tournament Director -  Check-in by 9:30 a.m. - Starting time 10:00 a.m.
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May 19, 2023 - May 21, 2023
Team World Tournament is an annual four person team sanctioned 

horseshoe pitching event held at the Telfer Park Pavilion in Beloit, 
Wisconsin. 2023 will be the 37th version of the tournament put on by the 
Beloit Horseshoe Club. It matches some of the best pitchers in a round 
robin format for three days of pitching. There is a five team step ladder 
finals on Sunday to determine the champion.

There are three MHPA teams going 
to Team World this year! (See the 
roster for our teams and the competi-
tion.) I wish everyone lots of luck and 
Ringers and hope you all have fun! I 
can’t wait to see you all on the courts 
this summer and at Both World tour-
naments!        —Brandy Morehead

https://www.whpahorseshoes.com/
team-world

Team World is held each year 
on the Friday, Saturday, and Sun-
day following Mother’s Day in 
May. Participating teams consist of 
(4) players made up of any combi-
nation of adult division(s) (Men/
Women/Elders) from Canada or 
from the same U.S. state. There is a 
maximum limit of (3) short dis-
tance pitchers allowed on each 
team. The entry fee is $200 per 
team. Teams are assessed a score-
keeper fee of $1 per player, per 
game, when teams arrive to check 
in. Teams do have the option of in-
cluding a 5th player on their team 
with no additional entry cost to 
the team. This 5th player can be 
from any division (Men, Women, 
Elders, and/or Junior Boys/Girls) 
except Cadets, provided the com-
bination does not exceed the maxi-
mum limit of (3) short distance 
pitchers. The event is limited to 24 
teams. Teams with the lowest 
combined entering ringer percent-
age from a U.S. state with multiple 
teams entered may be denied en-
try if more than 24 teams or an 
odd number of teams enter. Each 
team plays all opposing teams in a 
round robin format. The (7) teams 
finishing with the most wins after 
round robin play move on to an 
elimination playoff to determine 
the winner of the event.

https://www.whpahorseshoes.com/team-world
https://www.whpahorseshoes.com/team-world
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 2023 MHPA

2023 State Doubles Championship
Saturday, August 5

Hosted by the St. Clair Shores Horseshoe Club
•  Pre-register by 7/30/23 (Josh 269-838-7698 or Pam 248-978-2263)
•  Need one MHPA tournament to qualify
•  9:30 a.m. Sign-In Deadline $40.00 per Team
Note if the tournament is cancelled - The rain date will be Sunday, August 6
•  Combined average cannot be greater than 120
•  Pick your partner or we’ll find one for you
•  Walking doubles
•  Pitch your own shoes
•  50 shoe count-all scoring
•  All money returned in prizes and trophies
•  Roasted Chicken  -  BRING A DISH TO PASS

 STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
August 25, 26, 27

Hosted by: 

Entry Mailing Deadline: August 7, 2023
Entries will be accepted at the last 

three regularly scheduled tournaments 
in Lake Orion, Mecosta and Lansing.

Entry Fee: $40.00

Entry form in the Ringer Report and MHPA website
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1.  Scorekeeper will fill out the top of the sheet: Class, Game#, Court# Team ID’s for both teams.
2.  Scorekeeper will place the higher rated team in the top name section.
3.  The lower ranked team’s names will go in the lower name section.
4.  The little numbers in the boxes indicate the order of pitching.
5.  Top team will pitch first on each end, followed by the lower team in the next 2 innings.
6.  The process is repeated until the game is over.
7.  If in-doubt as to who pitches next, the scorekeeper will communicate that.
8.  It is important that the scorekeeper be given time to post the scores and tally the final results.

In walking doubles, all contestants pitch their own 
shoes. A single score sheet is used that clearly shows 
the ringers and shoes pitched by all contestants. This is 
a shoe limit, count-all  tournament. The game ends af-
ter each team pitches 50 shoes with the highest ranked 
team member pitching 26 shoes and partner 24.

After the shoes are pitched, all pitchers walk to 
the opposite ends, decide on the scoring, and pick up 
their shoes. The scores are recorded and the score-
keeper will inform the contestants who pitches next, 
until a rhythm is established and remembered by 
each pitcher.

Procedure for MHPA Walking Doubles Scorekeeping

   HAROLD

  CHRISTOPHER

   JEFF

   JOYCE
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MHPA Ringer Report Editor
Dean Schmitz
799 Chippewa St.
Mount Clemens, MI 48043

www.mhpahorseshoes.com

FIRST CLASS

NHPA/MHPA Membership Application

Name:__________________________________________________ Last NHPA Card #:________________

Mailing Address:_________________________________________________________________________

City:_____________________________________ Zip Code:_____________ Is this a new address? [ ] Yes

Phone: (           ) ______________________, Email:_______________________________________________

How do you wish to get the Ringer Report?    □ website      □ standard mail 

(Circle One) Category:       Man 40’        Man 30’       Woman       Junior Girl       Junior Boy       Cadet

Date of Birth: ________/________/________   Mandatory for Juniors and Men Pitching at 30’. 
(We would appreciate all pitchers providing birth date for statistical purposes.)  

____ Full Member $45: Voting member with full privileges, able to enter all sanctioned tournaments upon paying fees.
____ Provisional Member $10: Must pay entry fees and can play in as many tournaments as you like for the year.
____ Trial Member $0: Must pay tournament entry fee and allowed only one tournament.

Make Check Payable to: MHPA 
Mail to:  Pamela Nelson,  660 S. Coats Road,  Oxford, MI  48371

FULL MEMBER Card Costs: $45.00 Adults   -   $38.00 for second card in the same household.
$0.00 Juniors      $7.00 for a junior wanting to receive the newsletter
$8.00 Ringer Report Subscription only. (Subscription included in full membership.)

http://www.mhpahorseshoes.com

